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These three papers were produced in the 1990s as part of the work of the European Commission’s Childcare
Network. As Quality Targets in Services for Young Children (1996) describes, this work was situated within a
set of European Parliament and Council of Ministers resolutions, directives and recommendations with
regard to the child care dimension of the European Union’s commitment to equal t reatment for men and
women in the labour market. Within the context of the Childcare Network’s decade long work on child care,
these papers were developed within the specific task given to the Network of “establish[ing] criteria for the
definition of quality in childcare services”.

The quality of the discussion on this t opic contained in these papers makes them of substantial and contin-
uing interest to those concerned with early learning and child care in countries such as Canada that are not
part of the European Union. As the papers were no longer available in print nor accessible electronically, the
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as it continues in 2004 in countries on all continents.
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Resource and Research Unit. The opinions represented in these papers do not necessarily reflect the position
of Social Development Canada.

V




