
Childcare Resource and Research Unit     TEL 416.926.9264     EMAIL contactus.childcarecanada.org     WEB www.childcarecanada.org 

 
 

 

Research evidence on selected aspects of  
for-profit/non-profit child care programs. A bibliography. 

 
 
 

Introduction 
 

This bibliography includes empirical research 
evidence and policy analysis on a number of domains 
relevant to differences between for-profit and non-
profit child care. It is not completely exhaustive but 
includes the most pertinent documents. Most of the 
documents included are in published sources, 
primarily peer-reviewed sources. There are many 
additional position and policy papers, news stories, 
explanatory documents and other material on this 
topic that are not included here. Note that some 
studies fit into more than one category but are listed 
only once below. Materials are organized by topic, 
then by year (most recent to least). 
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Langford, T. (2011). From corporatized chains to “mom 
and pop” centres: Diversity in commercial day care. In T. 
Langford, Alberta’s Day Care Controversy, (pp. 159 – 
189). Athabasca University: AU Press. Avaialable online 
at: 
http://www.aupress.ca/books/120182/ebook/99Z_Lang
ford_2011-Albertas_Day_Care_Controversy.pdf 
 
Penn, H. (2009). Public and private: the history of early 
education and care institutions in the UK. In K. Schweiwe 
and H. Willekens (Eds.), Child Care and Preschool 
Development in Europe -Institutional Perspectives (pp. 
105 – 125). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
King, D. & Meagher, G. (Eds.) (2009). Paid care in 
Australia: Politics, profits, practices. Sydney, Australia: 
Sydney University Press. Available online at: 
http://purl.library.usyd.edu.au/sup/9781920899295 
 
 
 
 

Rigby, E., Tarrant, K. and Neuman, M.J. (2007). 
Alternative policy designs and the socio-political 
construction of childcare. Contemporary Issues in Early 
Childhood, 8(2), 98-108. Available online at: 
http://www.wwwords.co.uk/rss/abstract.asp?j=ciec&aid
=3014 
 
Children in Scotland (2006). Managing the mix: public 
and private sectors in early childhood services. Children 
in Europe. Issue 11 (whole issue). Edinburgh: Author. 
Note: See especially Cohen (pg. 22) and Humblet (pg. 2). 
 
Cleveland, G., & Krashinsky, M. (2005). The nonprofit 
advantage: Producing quality in thick and thin child care 
markets. Toronto: University of Toronto at Scarborough, 
Department of Management (Literature review chapter, 
pg. 7). Available online at: 
http://childcarepolicy.net/pdf/non-profitadvantage.pdf 
 
Prentice, S. (2005). For-profit child care: Past, present 
and future. Occasional Paper # 21. University of Toronto, 
Childcare Resource and Research Unit.  
Available online at: 
http://www.childcarecanada.org/pubs/op21/index.html 
 
Meyers, M.K. and Gornick, J.C. (2003). Public or private 
responsibility? Early childhood education and care, 
inequality, and the welfare state. Journal of Comparative 
Family Studies, 34(3), 379-411. Available online at: 
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/wsas/academics/political_
science/documents/JCFSarticle2003.pdf 
 
Prentice, S. (2000). The business of child care: The issue 
of auspice. In L. Prochner and N. Howe (Eds.) Early 
childhood care and education in Canada (pp.273-289). 
Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press. 
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Nauman, I. (2011). Towards the marketization of early 
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Penn, H. (2011). Gambling on the market: The role of 
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care. Journal of Early Childhood Research, (9)2, 150-161. 
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consequences of implementing a child care voucher 
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fail? Public Policy Research, 17(1): 43-48. 
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Netherlands. UEL Royal Docks Business School research 
seminar, August 10, 2009. Available online at: 
http://www.uel.ac.uk/icmec/presentations/docum 
ents/FinalisedpresentationChildcaremarketsinEnglandan
dTheNetherlands8October2009.ppt 
 
Noailly, J. & Visser, S. (2009). The impact of market 
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Child Care Act in the Netherlands. Journal of Social 
Policy, 38 (3): 477-498. 
 
Press, F. & Woodrow, C. (2009). The giant in the 
playground: Investigating the reach and implications of 
corporatisation of childcare provision. In D. King & G, 
Meagher (Eds.) (2009). Paid care in Australia: Politics, 
profits, practices (pp. 231-251). Sydney, Australia: 
Sydney University Press. Available online at: 
http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/bitstream/2123/7295/1/K
ing%26Meagher_PAID-CARE_Chapter-9.pdf 
 
Blöchliger, H. (2008). Market mechanisms in public 
service provision. OECD Economics Department Working 
Papers, No. 626. Paris: OECD Publishing. doi: 
10.1787/241001625762 
 
 

Brennan, D. (2008). The corporatization of child care in 
Australia: Not as easy as ABC. Slides for presentations 
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Available online at: 
http://www.childcarecanada.org/pubs/other/privatize/B
rennan_AU_child_care.pdf 
 
Palley, H. & Usui, C. (2008). Child daycare policy in 
Japan: An examination of the program and its impacts. 
Journal of Comparative Social Welfare, 24(2): 165-178. 
 
Brennan, D. (2007). The ABC of child care politics. 
Australian Journal of Social Issues, 42(2): 213-225.  
 
International Centre for the Study of the Mixed 
Economy of Childcare. (2007). Surplus or profit: the case 
of public funding for private childcare provision. And 
ICMEC International Seminar, UEL Docklands Campus, 
London, 3 December 2007. Seminar report  
available online at: 
http://www.uel.ac.uk/icmec/seminar/documents/Repor
t.doc 
 
Penn, H. (2007). Childcare market management: How 
the United Kingdom has reshaped its role in developing 
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S. & Mahon, R. (Eds.) Child care policy at the crossroads 
(pp.95-112). New York, NY: Routledge. 
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Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy, 17(2): 19-33.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://boap.uib.no/index.php/njsr/article/view/109/92
http://www.uel.ac.uk/icmec/presentations/documents/FinalisedpresentationChildcaremarketsinEnglandandTheNetherlands8October2009.ppt
http://www.uel.ac.uk/icmec/presentations/documents/FinalisedpresentationChildcaremarketsinEnglandandTheNetherlands8October2009.ppt
http://www.uel.ac.uk/icmec/presentations/documents/FinalisedpresentationChildcaremarketsinEnglandandTheNetherlands8October2009.ppt
http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/bitstream/2123/7295/1/King%26Meagher_PAID-CARE_Chapter-9.pdf
http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/bitstream/2123/7295/1/King%26Meagher_PAID-CARE_Chapter-9.pdf
http://www.childcarecanada.org/pubs/other/privatize/Brennan_AU_child_care.pdf
http://www.childcarecanada.org/pubs/other/privatize/Brennan_AU_child_care.pdf
http://www.uel.ac.uk/icmec/seminar/documents/Report.doc
http://www.uel.ac.uk/icmec/seminar/documents/Report.doc


Childcare Resource and Research Unit     TEL 416.926.9264     EMAIL contactus.childcarecanada.org     WEB www.childcarecanada.org 

Quality issues  
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Cleveland, G., Forer, B., Hyatt, D., Japel, C. & Krashinsky, 
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